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BOSTON — Out of an abundance of caution due to the spread of COVID-19 in
Massachusetts, the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) has
closed playgrounds (/doc/dcr-managed-playgrounds/download) and fitness areas
(/doc/dcr-managed-fitness-areas/download) located throughout the state parks system effective
today, March 18, 2020 until Wednesday, April 1, 2020, at which time the closure will be
reassessed. Additionally, agency managed bathroom facilities will also close today and will
be reassessed on Wednesday, March 25, 2020.
 
Importantly, all state parks across the Commonwealth remain open and available for the
public to visit. DCR reminds residents and visitors to avoid gathering in large groups,
maintain social distancing, and practice healthy personal hygiene to stop the spread of the
virus. 
 
The temporary closure of these facilities is consistent with the State of
Emergency declared 
(/news/governor-baker-declares-state-of-emergency-to-support-commonwealths-response-to-coronavirus)by
Governor Charlie Baker on Tuesday, March 10, 2020. Additionally, Governor Baker issued 
(/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-emergency-actions-to-address-covid-19)an emergency
order prohibiting most gatherings of over 25 people to limit the spread of COVID-19.
 
For information about the Baker-Polito Administration’s ongoing efforts to mitigate the
spread of COVID-19, please visit the Department of Public Health’s (DPH) website
(/resource/information-on-the-outbreak-of-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19).
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Department of Conservation & Recreation 
(/orgs/department-of-conservation-recreation)
DCR manages state parks and oversees more than 450,000 acres throughout
Massachusetts. It protects, promotes, and enhances the state’s natural, cultural,
and recreational resources.
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